
Summer Assignment for Portfolio Prep 2019-20 

Summer assignments help alleviate the pressure during the school year of producing the many quality pieces 
needed for a successful portfolio.  

Summer work is minimal for Portfolio Prep Students, but VERY important.  Portfolio Prep is an honors class 
and the first half of AP Art.  Students cannot qualify for AP Art unless they take Portfolio Prep and finish the 12 
breadth assignments required by the College Board.  For this reason, summer work for Portfolio Prep is not 
only an important preparation but necessary to hit the ground running for the next school year.   

What you are expected to do this summer: 

1. Read this document COMPLETELY. 
2. Email me by June 10, 2019, letting me know you’ve read this and know what is expected. 
3. Create a morgue file (see how by reading the information in this document) and put the images on a 

flashdrive that you will bring to school. 
4. Do at least 2 sketches per the link provided: https://www.creativebloq.com/illustration/sketching-tips-

beginners-81516497.  See “Part Three” in this document for more details on this. 
5. Do at least 2 drawings from the list provided within this document. 
6. Do at least 5 sketches from the sketchbook assignment options. 

FIRST THINGS FIRST: 

• Read over this document and email me: adayton@ccslancers.com.  This lets me know you’ve received 
all the information on the summer assignment.  This must be done by Monday, June 10, 2019.  

o If you are a summer enrollee you’ll need to complete this step (above) within a week of 
enrolling.  Mrs. Shiver will give me that information.  Email me using your school email 
address.   

• Read the following link (https://www.creativebloq.com/illustration/sketching-tips-beginners-
81516497) and, using the 2 or more of the tips provided, do at least 2 of the sketches in the list 
provided in this document.  These can be done in a sketchbook.    

Part 1: View PowerPoint Presentation:  AP/Portfolio Prep Photography Assignment and 
Create Morgue File 

Morgue File:  A Personal Collection of Photographic References 
The link for the PowerPoint presentation is: 
https://ccslancers.sharepoint.com/deck/Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?viewpath=%2Fdeck%2FDocumen
ts%2FForms%2FAllItems%2Easpx&id=%2Fdeck%2FDocuments%2FAPArt%5FPhotographyPresentation%2Ep
ptx&parent=%2Fdeck%2FDocuments.  
You are to create a “morgue file” of photography that you have taken – personally.  These are NOT 
photographs that have been found on the internet or that have been taken by any other person than yourself.   

• Create a minimum of 5 photographs for each category.  ALL photographs must meet the standard for a 
usable reference.  You may (and should) take additional reference photos, but the ones you turn in for 
this assignment must ALL meet the 3 criteria: 

o A Strong Focal Point 
o Strong, Balanced Composition 
o Sharp Detail, Texture and Contrast 



 
Your photography assignment for this summer is to view the presentation and additional documents provided 
and, following the information there: 
Create 5 strong, usable images for each of the following categories:   

1. Floral/Plant Life 
2. Landscapes/Seascapes 
3. Trees and Nature 
4. Vehicles/Modes of Transportation 
5. Architecture and Functional Objects 

This category includes buildings, bridges, or other man-build structures as well as 
man-made/hand built “machines” such as: musical instruments, kitchen gadgets, etc 

6. Portraits 
7. People 
8. Animals, Birds and Reptiles 
9. Hands and Feet 
10. Textures 

BONUS:   
11. Miscellaneous (these are for extra credit – AND you will need them).  This category may very well 

speak most closely to the “concentration” portion of your portfolio.  
 
What you’ll do: 
1. Create and collect images (according to above assignment), over the course of the summer and put them 

in on a flash drive.  When it is time to submit, sort through all of your shots and… 
2. You will submit:  A flash drive with the best of the photos you’ve created; meeting the number required in 

the assignment.  (At least 5 from each category that meet the 3 criteria.). Remember this is DUE on our 
second class meeting…make sure you bring the file on a flash drive you can hand to me. 

FOR DRAWING or SKETCHING... 

1. Draw directly from life instead of using reference photos, whenever possible. If you use a photo, it 
must be one you took yourself (watch presentation provided and take your own photos). Attach a hard 
copy of the photo to the back of the work.  

2. Use quality materials for your art. Good materials make it easier to create good work. Use at least 80-
lb white drawing paper and stretched canvases for painting.  

3. Use standard sizes. Stay within the 18” x 24” size, so that these pieces could be used for the quality 
section of your portfolio.  

4. Use a sketchbook to plan your artwork. Make several thumbnails, jot down notes, glue in reference 
images, and do color studies when needed.  I recommend the Canson XL Mixed Media Drawing Pad.  
These can be found at art supply stores (such as Blick, Michael’s and/or Joann’s).  Barnes and Noble 
used to sell quality drawing books, but I’m not sure they stock the quality you’ll need anymore.  Find 
image and information on supplies at my Pinterest Page:  
https://www.pinterest.com/amyleedayton/ap-supplies-for-summer/?eq=AP &etslf=7588.    Do not buy 
a small sketch book! It needs to be 11”x14”. 

5. Use a variety of media, even combining them for mixed media.  



6. DO NOT SIGN YOUR NAME TO THE FRONT OF YOUR WORK or place any identifying marks on the front 
as per AP Guidelines. Be sure to write your name (first AND last) on the back.  Initials will not be 
accepted. 

7. Visit the AP Central website for the portfolio you are submitting often to see sample portfolios and to 
become familiar with requirements. http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/studiodrawing  
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/studio2d and  http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/studio3d 

8. Look at good art! Visit local art centers, galleries, art museums, and art festivals. Take your camera and 
even a sketch book with you, and render the work as well noting your response to it: It is a good thing 
to jot down your thinking process in your sketch book as well as draw in it. The College Board likes 
seeing anything that confirms your process and how you chose to do the work you did. If you like an 
artist work, ask them about their process and take their business card.  These usually have their 
website on them.  This is another great resource for researching. 

9. Read about art and Search the Internet! Read art magazines, such as The Artist’s Magazine and 
International Artist. You will find these in local libraries. Check out books about famous artists in the 
library while you are there. Study the images in them. Do internet searches for artists dealing with the 
same subject as you. Study their work, life history, and influences.  Go to my Pinterest Page and check 
out the boards I have there:  https://www.pinterest.com/amyleedayton/.  When you find an artist 
there that you like, do a google search using their name.  You should be able to find the artist’s website 
and other associated links to galleries, shops or museums that carry their work. 

10. Create your own Pinterest site and boards.  They will be invaluable to you during the school year... 
and you will need an account to see the boards I have set up for you. 

 
DON’T MISS THIS:  

• View students portfolios and how they scored: http://studioartportfolios.collegeboard.org  
• Besides the opportunity to “click” on 3 different years of student work, don’t miss the menu item 

“Scoring Guideline”.  This menu item will help to fill you in on how the College Board judges will review 
your work. 

• You will be required to write about your art in this course.  Look at Questions for Reflection: 
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/exam/exam_information/228302.html  

Part Two:  Life Drawings  

Complete at least TWO of the following observational drawings. The AP Readers (Judges), as well as art 
schools love to see a drawing made from life. Use charcoal or pencil (2hb and 4b). Spend the time needed to 
complete the work. Don’t just draw a contour. Use a full range of values, with deep shadows and bright 
highlights to create form and depth. Use the entire page, placing your focal points in the sweet spots, and 
running off the edges with your composition. Fill the paper up; using more positive that empty space.  

1. A self-portrait that expresses a specific mood. Think about the effects of color and how it conveys the 
individual mood. You may use any style (realism, cubism, expressionism, etc.). Research online to study 
various artists’ self-portraits and their styles and techniques. Check out Van Gogh, Frieda Kahlo, and 
Rembrandt.  Also look at these Pinterest boards for ideas, styles, techniques: 
https://www.pinterest.com/amyleedayton/portrait-techniques/?eq=portra&etslf=9464, 
https://www.pinterest.com/amyleedayton/portraits-face-it/?eq=portraits%3A%20face%20it&etslf=12431, 
https://www.pinterest.com/amyleedayton/guy-denning-portraits/?eq=guy&etslf=4466 



2. Still life that consists of 3 or more reflective objects. Set up the objects on a table, cover it with cloth, and 
place a lamp near it to create dramatic lighting. Your goal is to convey a convincing representation. Render 
as accurately as you can.  An artist to research on this type of drawing: 
http://www.jdhillberry.com/pencil_drawings_still_life.htm.   

3. A drawing of an unusual interior – for example, looking inside of a closet, cabinet, refrigerator, inside your 
car, under the car’s hood etc. Include as many details as you can.  

4. A close-up drawing of a bicycle/tricycle from an unusual angle. Don’t just draw the bicycle from the side!  

5. Buildings in a landscape: Do a drawing on location. Look for a building or spot in your neighborhood that is 
part of your neighborhood’s identity. It could be a fire house, restaurant park, church or any other building 
or place that you would miss seeing if it were torn down. Consider going down to the riverfront where you 
can sit on a bench and draw!! Busch Gardens is a great place to observe as well.  

6. Expressive landscape: locate a landscape near your home or use a photograph that you have taken of a 
landscape. It is best to work from an actual subject, so draw outdoors while looking at the actual 
landscape. Use expressive color to draw. Check out the Fauvists 
(https://www.moma.org/learn/moma_learning/themes/fauvism, http://www.theartstory.org/movement-
fauvism.htm) or the Der Blaue Reiter (http://www.theartstory.org/movement-der-blaue-reiter-
artworks.htm)  to see expressive use of color at work.  

7. Create a self-portrait, using your reflection in an unusual surface, something other than a normal mirror. 
This could be a metal appliance (toaster, blender), a computer monitor, a broken or warped mirror, a car’s 
rear view mirror, or tinted windows. 

Part Three: Sketchbook Assignments: No boring drawings, please.  
In addition to using your sketchbook to plan your projects, you should complete at least 5 sketches and spend 
approximately 30+ minutes per idea. Sketchbooks should display forethought, good composition, exceptional 
craftsmanship, have mature subject matter (avoid trite, overused symbols). These sketchbook assignments 
should be finished drawings. Sometimes breadth pieces come from sketchbooks. Choose from the list below 
“rules” or create your own ideas for your 5 sketches (you can do more!)  
Additional HINT: You may find the sketchbook ideas list helpful in creating your photographic Morgue File. 
RULES for working in your sketchbook: 
1. DO NOT make “perfect” drawings. Make imperfect drawings; make mistakes; make false starts. 
2. ALWAYS FILL the page you are working on. Go off the edges whenever possible. Do not make dinky little 
drawings in the center of the page. Make every square inch count for something. 
3. Do not start something and abandon it. Go back later, change it, and make it into something else. Being able 
to rescue bad beginnings is the sign of a truly creative mind. 
4. Always finish what you start no matter how much you don’t like it. 
5. Fill at least half your sketchbook before school begins. 
6. Put the date on every page you finish. 
7. DO NOT DRAW FROM PHOTOGRAPHS, magazines, etc. The use of published photographs or the work of 
other artists for duplication is plagiarism. Draw from observation, things you see in the world. Learn to 
translate the dynamic three-dimensional world into a two-dimensional world. If you are going to use a 
photograph, please tape/paper clip a copy of it to the page.  It MUST be a photograph that you have taken. 
8. By the time school starts, your sketchbook should be twice as thick as it was when you got it. 



9. NO CUTE, PRETTY, PRECIOUS, ADORABLE images. This is a college-level art class, not a recreation program 
to make pretty pictures to hang in your house. Expect your ideas about what makes good art to be challenged.  
10. Don’t be boring with your work. 
11. Avoid showing your work to others unless you know they are going to understand what you are trying to 
do in your sketchbook. You don’t need negative feedback when you are trying out new ideas or 
experimenting. This is a place for risk taking.  

• Pile of pillows 
• Fabric with pattern� 
• Look up words you do not know and 

illustrate them  
• Insects 
• Draw on top of an old drawing 
• Man vs. Nature 
• Close up of an object making it abstract 
• 5 drawing on top of each other 
• Transformation 
• Jim Dine: tools 
• Negative Space only 
• Only objects I found at this location: 

_______________ 
• Non objective  
• Oops, wrong color  
• Contradiction  
• Outside vs. inside  
• Plugged in  
• Extreme light source  
• Refuge  
• Extreme perspective  
• Chinese proverb  

• Social statement  
• A tiny image repeated several times 
• Café’ 
• Park 
• View from a car mirror 
• What was for dinner 
• Laundry day 
• Glass Bottles 
• Shoes  
• Create a texture surface and draw on it 
• Sink with dishes and soapy water 
• Yourself in 15 years 
• Abstract drawing of a building 
• Opposites 
• Conflict of interest 
• Layer it on 
• Anatomy  
• Morphs  
• The senses  
• Fill a plastic bag with objects and draw  
• Metallic objects  
• Autumn forest floor  
• Threads  

 

Supplies and Fees – only if you’re sketching.  REMEMBER, THIS IS OPTIONAL! (see my 
Pinterest link provided for examples of supplies) 
During the school year, students will have access to materials in the classroom, however, because students 
will need to work at home (both during the summer and the school year), each student will need supplies that 
can “travel” with them.   
For the summer (minimum of $35-$50), the students will need to purchase (optional): 
• a sketchbook (to use over the summer) along with… 
• some basic drawing supplies 

o A range of drawing pencils (from at least HB through 6B) 
o An eraser (or two) 
o Charcoal pencils, 2B (black only or black and white) 
o Conte crayons 
o Soft pastels, oil pastel, watercolor pencils, colored pencils 



- the student should choose one or more of the color drawing choices in this last bullet point above 
depending on what media the student prefers to work in.  It isn’t necessary to purchase all of these. 
 

Supplies can be purchased online at http://www.dickblick.com or at the local Blick store in Tampa… Address: 1502 N Westshore 
Blvd, Tampa, FL 33607, Phone:(813) 442-5079 
Some sizes or assortments may not be available at Blick locally.  You can also find supplies at Michaels Arts and Crafts and Joann 
Fabric and Craft Store.  Your best pricing is probably Blick online.   Your supply investment for summer will be a minimum of $35 to 
$50.  Of course, if you buy the more expensive supplies, it will go higher.   


